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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication: Application, filed on 03/9/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kapur, 
US# 200501 02259. 

As per clam 1 , Kapur teaches "a search component that identifies a result set for 
a user search query; and a user intent discovery component that determines a set of 
potential search areas based at least in part upon the result set of the user search query 
and results of previous queries" (see paragraphs [0043], [0059], and [0070]). 

As per claim 2, Kapur teaches "wherein the previous queries are obtained via 
reviewing the result set of the user search query" (see paragraph [0008], [0045] and 
[0070]). 

As per claim 3, Kapur teaches "wherein a level of relation between the previous 
queries and the user search query is obtained at least in part by determining distance 
metrics between the previous queries and the user search query" (see paragraph 
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[0028], [0033], [0036], and [0045]). 

As per claims 4 and 6, Kapur teaches "wherein the distance metrics are 
determined by utilizing the algorithm 7;q,q , r; = 1- R[q]R[q']R[q]R[q'] 
,where .parallel.q,q\ parallel, is a distance metric between the user search query q and 
one or more previous queries q\ and R is a binary relation on Q.times.D, wherein Q is a 
set of queries previously employed by the search component and D is a set of objects 
within a data store that is searched over by the search component" (see paragraph 
[0031] and [0039], whereas Kapur' s teachings of an algorithm reads on applicant's 
formula above). 

As per claim 5, Kapur teaches "wherein the level of relation between the previous 
queries and the user search query is obtained at least in part by utilizing a modified 
maximal marginal relevance scheme" (see paragraph [0039], [0045], and [0070]). 

As per claims 7-8, Kapur teaches "a filter component that limits a number of 
objects within the result set of the user search query" (see paragraph [0033]). 

As per claims 9-10, Kapur teaches "a filter component that removes previous 
queries that include pre-defined strings from consideration" (see paragraph [0033] and 
[0039]). 

As per clam 1 1 , Kapur teaches "a filter component that removes previous queries 
that comprise characters that are not printable ASCII characters from consideration" 
(see paragraph [0034]). 

As per claim 12, Kapur teaches "a feedback component that facilitates 
customization of the system according to user preference" (see paragraph [0036], 
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[0043], and [0045]). 

As per claim 13, Kapur teaches "an artificial intelligence component that makes 
inferences with respect to at least one of selection and arrangement of the potential 
search areas according to one or more of user state, user history, user context, and 
contextual information" (see paragraph [0039]and [0045]). 

As per claim 14, Kapur teaches "one or more of temperature, time of day, 
location, and day of a week" (see paragraph [0039] and [0043]). 

As per claim 15, Kapur teaches "a user profile, the user profile comprising 
information relating to at least one of selection and arrangement of the potential search 
areas" (see paragraph [0063] and [0070]). 

As per claim 16, Kapur teaches "the user profile being portable" (see paragraph 
[0017]). 

As per claims 17-30, these claims are rejected on ground corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claims 1-16 and is similarly rejected. 

As per claim 31-36, these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claims 17-25 and are similarly rejected. 

As per claims 37-39, these claims are rejected on grounds corresponding to the 
arguments given above for rejected claims 1-3 and are similarly rejected. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alford W. Kindred whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4037; The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9:00 am- 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571 ) 272-1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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